
Unit 6 – Linkage Ins/tu/ons

Lesson	6.3	–	Interest	Groups	



The Role of Interest Groups

�  Interest	group	

� Organiza6on	with	shared	policy	goals	entering	
the	policy	process	to	try	to	achieve	those	goals	

�  Interest	groups	are	different	from	par6es.	
� Poli6cal	par6es	fight	elec6on	baDles;	interest	
groups	do	not	field	candidates	for	office	

� Interest	groups	are	policy	specialists;	poli6cal	
par6es	are	policy	generalists.	



Pluralist Theory

• Poli6cs	-	compe66on	among	groups,	each	one	pressing	for	its	own	
preferred	policies	
• Groups	will	work	together	
• Public	interest	will	prevail	through	bargaining	and	compromise	



Elite Theory


•  Society	divided	along	class	lines	-	
upper-class	elite	will	rule,	regardless	
of	the	formal	nice6es	of	
governmental	organiza6on	
• Not	all	groups	equal	
• Policies	benefit	those	with	money	
and	power	



Hyperpluralism

• Groups	are	so	strong	that	government	is	weakened.	
• Groups	control	policy	and	prevent	government	from	ac6ng	
• Difficulty	in	coordina6ng	policy	implementa6on	
• Confusing	and	contradictory	policies	result	from	poli6cians	trying	to	
placate	every	group	



Top 25 Interest Groups




Ineffec/veness of Large Groups

� Poten6al	group:		All	the	people	who	
might	be	interest	group	members	
because	they	share	a	common	interest	

� Actual	group:	The	part	of	the	poten6al	
group	consis6ng	of	members	who	
actually	join	

� Collec6ve	good:	Something	of	value	
that	cannot	be	withheld	from	a	group	
member	(Clean	air,	higher	minimum	
wage,	compe66ve	wages	&	benefits)	



Interest Group Problems


� Free-Rider	Problem	
� Some	people	don’t	join	interest	groups	
because	they	benefit	from	the	group’s	
ac6vi6es	without	officially	joining.	

� Olson’s	Law	of	large	groups:	
� The	larger	the	group,	the	further	it	will	fall	
short	of	providing	an	op6mal	amount	of	a	
collec6ve	good.	

� Overcome	Olson’s	law	by	providing	
selec6ve	benefits:	Goods	that	a	group	can	
restrict	to	those	who	pay	their	annual	dues	



What Makes an Interest Group Successful?




Interest Group Intensity

•  Single-Issue	groups:	Groups	that	
focus	on	a	narrow	interest	and	
dislike	compromise.	
• Groups	may	focus	on	an	emo6onal	
issue,	providing	them	with	a	
psychological	advantage.	(think	
guns	aYer	a	mass	shoo6ng)	
•  Intensity	encourages	non-
conven6onal	means	of	
par6cipa6on,	i.e.—protests	



Interest Group Finances


• Not	all	groups	have	equal	
amounts	of	money.	
• Monetary	dona6ons	usually	
translate	into	access	to	the	
poli6cians.	
•  Phone	call,	mee6ng,	poli6cal	
support	

• Wealthier	groups	have	more	
resources—and	presumably	more	
access	



The Interest Group Explosion




Interest Groups #1



